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VAN GOGH – PRÉ-POP

“Pop” stands for a variety of things, but above all for the “culture of the many”. In this symposium 
under the title “Van Gogh – Pre Pop”, the immense popularity of Vincent van Gogh forms the starting 
point for a discussion of how mass culture entered into his art in the past and continues to infiltrate it 
today. On the premise that the popular culture of today is part of a development whose genesis lies in 
the second half of the 19th century, looking at Van Gogh offers a unique opportunity to examine how a 
knowledgeable artist with a lively mind engaged with the products of new imaging technologies and with 
their pictorial worlds. This is the period when prints are proliferating – as albums, wall décor and 
magazine illustrations, sometimes with a socially progressive thrust. Vincent is both an avid collector 
and a discerning commentator of this popular visual material, of which he undoubtedly allows important 
aspects to flow into his work both at the level of form and content – even as his art becomes avant-garde 
in its orientation. The result, rooted in humanism but still explosive even today, is a synthesis of high and 
low. Thomas Hirschhorn sums it up in the formula “Van Gogh = l’art pour le public non-exclusif”.

While museums, too, have today become part of mass culture, the symposium “Van Gogh – Pre Pop”, 
animated by the powerful sociocultural charge of the term “Pop”, aims to discuss current issues that, 
to date, have been omitted from an art history focused on the history of style and form. 

This symposium is the second of a trilogy, of which the first, held in January 2015, was titled 
“Van Gogh – Duchamp: Oil and Water?”

Among those taking part are exhibition curators, historians, experts and contemporary artists. The 
symposium will be a forum not only for expert studies and philological research, but also for spontaneous 
associative thinking and intellectual speculation. 

The symposium “Van Gogh – Pre Pop” (with simultaneous French/English translation) combines short 
presentations with podium discussions, in which aspects of cultural history as well as specific artistic 
approaches and practices will be the subject of lively debate.
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SPEAKERS (NON EXHAUSTIVE LIST)

MARK ALIZART  author and philosopher, Paris

JEAN-PIERRE CRIQUI  art historian, art critic and curator of the contemporary art collections of the musée 
national d’Art moderne (Centre Georges-Pompidou), Paris 

ADRIAN GHENIE  artist, Berlin

CATHERINE GRENIER  heritage officer, art historian and director of the Fondation Giacometti, Paris

JÖRG HEISER  co-editor and co-publisher of Frieze magazine and professor at the Humboldt-Universität of 
Berlin  

SJRAAR VAN HEUGTEN  art historian, specialist of Van Gogh, Amsterdam 

PHILIPPE KAENEL  professor at the University of Lausanne

PIERRE-LIN RENIÉ  artist and professor at the École d’enseignement supérieur d’art of Bordeaux

INGRID LUQUET-GAD  journalist and art critic, Paris

PIPILOTTI RIST  artist, Zurich

ALEXANDER ROOB  founder of the Melton Prior Institut in Düsseldorf, art historian and comic artist, Stuttgart  

PASCAL ROUSSEAU  professor of contemporary art at the Université Paris  I Panthéon-Sorbonne and exhibition 
curator, Paris

PACÔME THIELLEMENT  author, Paris
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THE FONDATION VINCENT VAN GOGH ARLES

The Fondation offers a unique approach to Vincent van Gogh, namely by exploring, through the 
medium of temporary exhibitions, the resonance of his art and thinking with international artistic 
production today. Thanks to partnerships established with public and private collections, the Fondation 
presents one or more original canvases by Vincent van Gogh all year round, in company with a changing 
selection of works by contemporary artists such as Yan Pei-Ming, Roni Horn, David Hockney and Urs 
Fischer, among others. 

It was in Arles, where Vincent lived and worked from 
February 1888 to May 1889, that his art reached its 
pinnacle. As from 1983, with the centenary of this stay 
in mind, Yolande Clergue invited contemporary artists to 
present a work in homage to Van Gogh. Thanks to patron 
Luc Hoffmann, in 2010 the Fondation Vincent van Gogh 
Arles was created as a public utility foundation. The City 
of Arles placed at its disposal the hôtel Léautaud-de-
Donines, a prestigious residence dating back to the 15th 
century. Renovated and transformed by the architec-tural 
agency FLUOR, the building was inaugurated in 2014 and 
offers over 1000 m2 of exhibition space. The Fondation’s 
resolutely contemporary bias is underscored by the 
integration within the museum complex of two permanent 
artworks by Raphael Hefti and Bertrand Lavier.

The Fondation also offers a wide range of in-house and 
extramural cultural events and activities: artist talks and 
podium discussions, symposia, film screenings, creative 
workshops and courses, performances and concerts, as 
well as guided tours and educational activities tailored to 
different publics. Our art education programme focuses 
in particular upon children and young people, with special tours of the exhibitions as well as workshops 
held in schools in Arles and the surrounding area. 

The Fondation shop with its rooftop installation by Raphael Hefti forges a colourful link between the old 
and the new. Alongside exhibition catalogues, art books, limited-edition prints, fine-art reproductions 
and handcrafted products, it also includes a selection of items for children.

The Fondation fulfils the wish, cherished by one of the world’s most famous painters, to create in 
Arles a place of reflection, fertile production and stimulating dialogue between artists.

“Then, as you well know, I love Arles so much, […]” 
Letter from Vincent to Theo (18 February 1889).
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BICE CURIGER, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR OF THE FONDATION

Bice Curiger is a world-renowned art critic and exhibition curator. After a 
degree in art history at the University of Zurich, she helped found Parkett, a 
series of books about contemporary art, published in Zurich and New York, 
and was also its editor.

She has also written a number of books, in particular Looks et tenebrae 
(Peter Blum Editions, New York and Zurich, 1983), Meret Oppenheim, De-
fiance in the Face of Freedom (MIT Press, 1990, Boston), Maurizio Cattelan, 
Feuerproben / Acid Tests (Three Star Press, Paris, 2008) and Rebecca Warren, 
Ev ery Aspect of Bitch Magic (FUEL Publishing, London 2012).

As curator at the Kunsthaus, Zurich, from 1993 to 2013, she organised 
many exhibitions which were also presented in major museums and insti-
tutions in Hamburg, London, Milan and Paris. Among the most remarkable 
were Signs and Wonder – Niko Pirosmani and Contemporary Art (1995), Birth 
of the Cool – American Painting from Georgia O’Keeffe to Christopher Wool (1997), Hypermental – Rampant 
Reality from Salvador Dali to Jeff Koons (2000), Peter Fischli & David Weiss – Flowers & Questions (2007), 
Friedrich Kuhn – The Painter as Outlaw (2008), and most recently Riotous Baroque – from Cattelan to Zur-
barán (2012), also shown at the Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao (2013).

Bice Curiger has also worked as an independent curator for such prestigious international bodies as 
the Centre Georges-Pompidou in Paris (La revue Parkett, 1987), the Hayward Gallery in London (Double 
Take – Collective Memory and Recent Art, 1992), the Guggenheim Museum in New York (Meret Oppenheim, 
1996) and the 54th Venice Biennale (ILLUMInazioni, 2011).

Bice Curiger’s experience has led her to teach at the Humboldt-Universität in Berlin (2006/07). She has 
also won many awards, including the City of Zurich’s Heinrich Wölfflin-Medaille for Art Education (2007), 
the SI Award of the Swiss Institute of New York (2009), the Kulturpreis des Kantons Zürich (2012), and 
the Prix Meret Oppenheim (2012). In 2014, France awarded her the title of Chevalier des Arts et des 
Lettres.
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Participation to the symposium is free. 

Advance registration is required. 
Please email us at: symposium@fvvga.org

FONDATION VINCENT VAN GOGH ARLES
35 ter, rue du Docteur-Fanton
13200 Arles 
04 90 93 08 08
www.fondation-vincentvangogh-arles.org

LUMA ARLES
Les Forges – Parc des Ateliers
33, avenue Victor-Hugo
13200 Arles

The Fondation Vincent van Gogh Arles thanks                                         for its support.

Follow us on

@FondationVVGA


